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WAYNESBURG, PA— Dr. Robert Randolph, chairperson for Waynesburg University’s 
Department of English and Foreign Languages, was recently invited to serve as pastor-in-
residence at Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary in Gettysburg, Pa. 
 
Randolph spent the week of October 12 at the oldest Lutheran seminary in the Americas, 
where he preached during three chapel services. In addition, Randolph visited classes and 
had the opportunity to interact with the seminary community.  
 
“I am honored to have been selected to be this year’s pastor-in-residence at such a 
distinguished seminary,” said Randolph. “In doing so, I am the latest in a list of invitees 
that dates back 33 years.” 
 
In 1982, Dr. Oscar V. Carlson established an annual fund to invite a parish pastor to 
preach to the Seminary community and visit classes. Reflecting the characteristics of 
Carlson, the pastors who are selected each year must be considered an effective parish 
pastor, a preacher of excellence and a life-long scholar.  
 
As a pastor at a Presbyterian Church in Greensboro, Randolph states that he was selected 
because he is a man who wears many hats.  
 
“The original impulse to select me for the residency came from a poem I sent to the 
Seminary Ridge Review, a publication of the Seminary,” said Randolph. “The selection 
committee became interested in how one could write published poetry, be a department 
chair at a university and be pastor at a church. They were interested in knowing how I 
balance those things and how they informed each other.” 
 
Randolph was able to incorporate his work as a published poet into his sermons he 
preached to the Seminary. This residency was especially important to him because it 



combined his lifelong love for poetry and pastoring into one impactful experience for 
both him and the Seminary community.  
 
“I am sincere about loving poetry and trusting in God, and that sincerity, along with 
telling true stories about my church work in the small congregation I serve, led people to 
see that my heart is pretty much where I say it is. With me, what you see is what you 
get,” said Randolph.  
 
During the same week, 21 Waynesburg University students served nearby at Gettysburg 
National Military Park and Daniel Lady Farm. The students were able to attend one of 
Randolph’s chapel services at the Seminary and witness his teachings to the community.  
 
Gettysburg Seminary is a graduate and professional theological school of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, preparing outreach oriented pastors, mission leaders and 
public theologians for the 21st century and world.  
 
The Seminary provides leaders and scholars with biblical, theological and practical 
insight in a robust integrative learning environment.  
 
Founded in 1849 by the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Waynesburg University is 
located on a traditional campus in the hills of southwestern Pennsylvania, with three 
additional sites located in the Pittsburgh region. The University is a member of the 
Council for Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU) and is one of only 21 Bonner 
Scholar schools in the country, offering local, regional and international opportunities to 
touch the lives of others through service. 
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